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[Jan. The privies in the female division are thoroughly bad; the brickwork through all the floors is impregnated with excrement, which has even coloured the external surface brown. "The stink is a pestilential one." The privy-doors on all the stories are close to the entrances of working or sleeping-rooms, whilst the doors of rooms on the opposite side of the female division are similarly situated with regard to the wooden spouts by which the soil is conducted from the necessaries to the ditch.
Dr. Pettenkofer elsewhere says, that the effluvia from the excreta entered the prisoners' sleeping-rooms; and, indeed, lays the greatest weight upon its doing so whilst the prisoners were asleep, this being, he says, the period when the organism is least able to resist the poison. At Gaimersheim, a village containing 974 inhabitants, and which enjoys a melancholy celebrity from having been nearly depopulated in times of plague, the ravages of cholera were confined to certain houses, whilst other groups of houses altogether escaped. The population of the houses attacked was 29 1, of whom 111 were seized by the pestilence, and 80 died.
Water, it appears, is so scarce, that brown cesspool liquid is careful ly collected, a pool filled with it being preserved so as to be at hand to extinguish fires. Before passing on to other reporters, we must quote another example of the kind of place in which Dr. Pettenkofer found cholera to prevail. It is Traunstein, where the epidemic confined its onslaught to the inmates of nineteen houses, all of which were carefully examined by the Doctor himself. Most of them were in a low-lying, damp portion of the town, and several of them were both damp and so placed that the moisture and impurity with which the subsoil was chai-ged, must gravitate towards them.
The necessaries and cesspools were within doors in thirteen of the houses, and although described as in good condition, were unfurnished with stink-traps. In five others, these conveniences were in walled courts close to the houses; in one only in the open air, and entirely separate from the dwelling. In one house only do the necessaries which are within-dnors run into a canal, the fall of which is, however, so trifling, that the soil scarcely runs off, unless when the water is unusually high. The Reviews.
[Jan.
houses most severely visited by cholera were, without exception, those in which the cesspools are within-doors.
The "terrene cause," to which Dr. The offensiveness of the necessaries in many of the larger houses may be judged of from the circumstance that I had been advised not to put up at two of the chief lodging-houses in the town, in consequence of the notorious nuisances in their back yards. The landladies of both houses died from the epidemic." (p. 58.) Even the barracks were not free from similar sources of atmospheric impurity, and there was accordingly a considerable mortality amongst the troops, although much less in proportion to their numbers than occurred among the lower classes of the civil population. The 37-xjx. 6
[Jan. We venture to hope that, should unhappily another visitation of cholera occur in this country, the entire subject of ftecal decomposition will be systematically investigated, and that the several views which have been put forth on the subject, and to which we have referred, will, as far as cii'cumstances admit, be tested in a logical and scientific manner.t
